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Dear Reader,

With the official start of autumn, we are happy to send you the Research
Collective for Decolonizing Fashion’s Fall 2019 Newsletter. It is being an
extremely busy time for the RCDF, with the three-month residency at the Jan
van Eyck Academy in Maastricht in full gear. While Toby Slade finished the
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first period, Sandra Niessen just started and Erica de Greef will follow end of
October 2019.
 
Meanwhile, we are busy putting together the programme for our
‘Conversations to Redress a Fashion Disaster’ at the Jan van Eyck
Academy on the 4th of November 2019. As such, we have started a first series
of our master class ‘Decolonial Fashion Discourse’ with students from Artez
in Arnhem and iArts in Maastricht.
 
We have also presented three papers at the Fashion Colloquium in Rome
10-11 September for their edition on ‘Disrupting Fashion’ and on 16-17
September, Sarah Cheang gave a paper at the Symposium ‘The New
Museum Paradigm: Shifting Representations of Empire at Museums and
Art Galleries in the UK’ at the University of Sussex.
 
Our co-organised symposium on ‘Decolonizing Fashion Objects in the
Ethnographic Museum’ is also approaching rapidly, to take place 14-15
November at the Museum for World Cultures in Leiden, the Netherlands.
 
We are also working on our next edited volume ‘Rethinking Fashion
Globalization: Decolonial Critiques and Fashion De-Globalisation,’ edited
by Sarah Cheang, Erica de Greef, Angela Jansen and Yoko Tagaki. And we are
very excited to announce that there will be a special issue of the Journal for
Fashion Theory on ‘Decolonial Fashion Discourse’ to be published in
September 2020.
 
Finally, we are always happy to introduce new members in our newsletter and
to highlight some interesting new publications, exhibitions and call for
papers.
 
We hope you enjoy this newsletter.
 
The RCDF team 

 

https://rcdfashion.wordpress.com/home/


Fashion Colloquia Roma
On 10-11 September, the Fashion Colloquia on ‘Disrupting Fashion : From
Yesterday’s Heritage to Tomorrow’s Future’ took place at the Academia
Costume & Moda in Rome. As part of a series, this edition's aim was to
investigate the roots of past disruptions as well as future relationships between
the industry system, heritage, costume and fashion.

Three papers by RCDF’ members were accepted:  Sandra Niessen’s paper
‘Negated and Exploited: Re-Evaluating Cross-Cultural Heritage in Fashion,’
Toby Slade’s paper ‘The New Japanese Luxury’ and Angela Jansen’s paper
‘Disrupting Today’s Fashion Heritage to Reconstruct Yesterday’s Future:
Decolonizing Moroccan Fashion History and Education.’

 

Symposium ‘The New Museum Paradigm’ University of Sussex 
On 16-17 September, RCDF’s member Sarah Cheang presented the paper
‘Decolonizing and Refashioning Objects in the Ethnographic Museum’ at the
Symposium ‘The New Museum Paradigm: Shifting Representations of Empire
at Museums and Art Galleries in the UK’ at the University of Sussex.

The paper argued that decolonizing colonial ethnographic collections is



The paper argued that decolonizing colonial ethnographic collections is
foundational to revising persistent Eurocentric ideas about fashion, while
decolonizing fashion revitalizes the ethnographic museum. It explored the
background and objectives of our co-organised inter-disciplinary workshop at
the Museum for World Cultures in Leiden in November 2019.

 

Three-month Residency at the Jan van Eyck Academy in Maastricht
The first steering committee member to complete his residency at the Jan van
Eyck Academy is Toby Slade. During his residency, he examined the
sensibilities of post-bubble Japan as an example of a society that has outgrown
growth. This research follows the Japanese ‘remoralization’ of luxury
consumption, as a luxury of slowness. According to Toby, “the purpose of my
residency was to examine the historical causes and contemporary significance,
as an aesthetic, sensibility, and ultimately, fashion consumption preference, of
the slow-life movement in Japan”. He has been looking at the historical patterns
of luxury consumption, especially in bubble- and post-bubble periods, and how
brands, consumers, and fashion institutions created and adapted to these
dynamics. Most importantly, slow-life movements such as these, seek to
address contemporary issues of sustainability, environmental crises and
production ethics, not via austerity or moralizing, but via finding new, slower
pleasures in clothing.
 
Sandra Niessen is the second member to have taken up her residency and she
is spending her time exploring the ways in which indigenous fashion systems
can enhance and disrupt the dominant western notions of sustainability in
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can enhance and disrupt the dominant western notions of sustainability in
fashion. Sandra is hoping to include ArtEZ students and their instructors as
much as possible in confronting the ongoing biases in contemporary fashion’s
definitions, aesthetics and practices. Because ArtEZ is concerned in a variety of
ways with the same issues as we are at the RCDF. “The Jan van Eyck
Academy residency is an ideal creative crucible to conduct these explorations,”
says Sandra, “and, together we are all stronger”.
 
Finally, Erica de Greef, who will be arriving end of October 2019, will expand on
her curatorial and critical work on contemporary African fashion during her
residency. Erica hopes to contribute towards developing a decolonial fashion
discourse necessary to build new languages of fashion for more sustainable
and inclusive futures. Says Erica, “I will share a range of short Afrocentric
fashion film screenings and digital works followed by critical discussions around
the politics and poetics of the crafting and making of contemporary identities
and aesthetics with fellow residents, invited creatives and local students during
my residency”.
 

 

One-day event ‘Conversations to Redress a Fashion Disaster’
The one-day event at the Jan van Eyck Academy dedicated to fashion,
(de)coloniality and climate urgency, Conversations to Redress a Fashion
Disaster, sees RCDF members in conversation with invited guests, experts,
activists, students and the audience, collectively exploring the scope of fashion
in relation to coloniality and current climate urgencies.

The conversations will explore the imperative for new ways of thinking about -
and designing for - fashion and sustainability through more inclusive



and designing for - fashion and sustainability through more inclusive
engagements. The event will contribute to a decolonial awareness and
presence in fashion studies, and contribute significantly to the critical discourse
pertaining to fashion in the face of climate change.

 

Masterclass 'Decolonial Fashion Discourse'
First, Monday 16 September RCDF members Angela Jansen and Sandra
Niessen gave a four hour master class to about fifteen fashion students of the
Artez Academy in Arnhem, Netherlands. On the agenda were two case-studies
of fashion systems outside the established fashion capitals, a theoretical
introduction to Decolonial Fashion Discourse and a number of group
discussions. Although four hours may seem plenty, it did not suffice to cover all
the material and a second meeting is planned for 11 October. 

Second, Wednesday 25 September Angela Jansen and Sandra Niessen gave
a second four-hour master class to fifteen art students at the iArts Academy in
Maastricht. Here too, four hours did not suffice and two follow-up meetings are
scheduled for October. To be continued.

 



Symposium ‘Decolonizing Fashion Objects in the Ethnographic Museum’
Furthermore, we are co-organising a symposium with the Research Centre for
Material Culture, which is part of The National Museum of World Cultures
in The Netherlands , on 14-15 November 2019 around 'Decolonizing Fashion
Objects in the Ethnographic Museum.'

Moving objects from one cultural frame of reference to another – for example
from ethnography to fashion – challenges not only curators, museums and
museum goers, but invites a close interrogation of both the structural limits and
perceived affordances of the various disciplines at stake (anthropology,
ethnography, history, fashion studies and practice, etc.). Various projects are
already responding to this challenge, inviting artists, curators and community
members to re-mediate objects from ethnographic museum collections, to
reframe, re-imagine and restage these objects.

We propose to rethink confluences of history, museum practices and aesthetic
concepts, engendering a decolonized concept of fashion by exploring principles
and qualities of fashion in objects that have previously been denied a fashion
status. This two-day workshop will work through these aims to produce a new
and inclusive statement on fashion curation, set within the context of the
National Museum of World Cultures in the Netherlands and the unique potential
of this ethnographic collection.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

 



New blogpost series by Sandra Niessen on her Residency at the JvE

The Van Eyck Academy is a well-reputed multiform institute whose facilities for
fine art, design and reflection are the envy of every artist and it opens its doors
as widely as possible to engage participants in its stimulating programmes.

During the JvE Climate Urgency Marathon in November, artists will examine
their roles and responsibilities. The Research Collective for Decolonizing
Fashion has agreed to curate the Monday, 4 November programme on fashion,
(de)coloniality and climate urgency. The RCDF has been given a 3-month
residency, with access to all the facilities of the Academy, to facilitate
preparation of the event.  

I will be filling one month of the residency and my term has just begun. During
the course of the next weeks, I will be writing blogs to share with you how we
are giving shape to our programme. See more

New RCDF Members

Sanem Odabasi graduated from the Anadolu University at the Department of
Fashion Design, in 2010. She is currently a PhD student at the Art and Design
Department at Eskisehir Osmangazi University and a Visiting Scholar at The
New School. She has been working as a Research Assistant at the Fashion
and Textile Department of Eskisehir Technical University since 2015. Her
research focuses on upcycling in fashion, the role of individual memory and
people's relationships with clothes in a material world where the question of
sustainability is pressing.

Her research focuses on sustainability and educational practices in relation to
sustainability. Her projects explore how sustainable fashion education can be
adopted in fashion design departments where the concept of sustainability is
missing. As a consequence, she is mainly interested in bringing sustainable
design discourse in fashion practice. 
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Sandra Mathey García-Rada is a second-year MA Fashion Studies student at
Parsons Paris. She was trained as a fashion designer at Mod’Art International
Peru, in her hometown Lima, and at the Fashion Institute of Technology, in New
York City. Her passion for research led her to fashion trend forecasting, and,
eventually, to the field of fashion studies.

She is currently working on her MA thesis, which focuses on the construction of
a Peruvian national identity through fashion exhibitions. Her project focuses on
the analysis of specific exhibits in order to explore the current stereotypes that
surround the Peruvian fashion industry. This research argues against the
common belief that Peruvian fashion is inextricably linked to its pre-Columbian
past, and thus investigates the complex history of the country in order to define
contemporary Peruvian fashion.

New Literature

Linda Tuhiwai Smith (2019). Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and
Indigenous People (second edition). London, New York: Zed Books.

Mehita Iquani and Simidele Dosekun (2019). African Luxury: Aesthetics and
Politics. Bristol: Intellect.

New Exhibitions

Modest Fashion: Een internationaal fenomeen in kunst en mode, Stedelijk
Museum Schiedam, 21-09-2019 till 09-02-2020

Connecting Afro Futures. Fashion x Hair x Design, Kunstgewerbemuseum
Berlin, 24.08.2019 till 01.12.2019

New CFP

Fashion Colloquia Jaipur, Heritage... Stories of Change... Our Shared Future,
26-30 January 2020 (deadline 15 October 2019)

https://www.stedelijkmuseumschiedam.nl/tentoonstelling/modest-fashion/
https://www.smb.museum/en/exhibitions/detail/connecting-afro-futures-fashion-x-hair-x-design.html
https://www.archedu.org/fashion-colloquiumjaipur.html


Copyright © 2019 *|LIST:COMPANY|*, All rights reserved. 
*|LIST:DESCRIPTION|* 

Our mailing address is: 
*|LIST_ADDRESS_HTML|* 

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

https://twitter.com/rcdfashion
https://www.facebook.com/researchcollectivedf/
http://rcdfashion.com/
*%7CUPDATE_PROFILE%7C*
*%7CUNSUB%7C*
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=6ab9f3136e033cd0f0cbe87ba&afl=1

