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CONVERSATIONS ON DECOLONIALITY AND FASHION 2022 
LISTENING AS A RADICAL ACT  

 
Convened by Angela Jansen & Erica de Greef 

Every first Thursday of the Month Online, 8-9:30PM GMT 
  
 
 
The Conversations on Decoloniality and Fashion is a monthly online series initiated by the 
Research Collective for Decoloniality and Fashion in February 2021. It is an experimental 
platform beyond institutional, disciplinary and geographical boundaries to disrupt stubbornly 
persistent Eurocentric underpinnings of contemporary fashion discourse and encourage 
critical investigation and dialogue into an erased and denied diversities. Transcending 
academe, its main aim is to experiment with decentralising ways of knowledge-creation and 
sharing regarding fashion – through conversation, through the communal and coalitional, and 
through a radical act of listening across age, race, gender, education, discipline and 
geography. By entering into conversation, we aim to build understandings across geopolitical 
locations and colonial differences, and contest the totalizing claims and political-epistemic 
violence of modernity. We seek to expand our collective understanding of decoloniality and 
its convergence with fashion by bringing-together-in-relation different local histories, and 
embodied conceptions and practises of decoloniality.  
 
The way fashion as a noun—contemporary fashion—has come to refer to a temporality of 
contemporaneity, a system of inequality and an industry of capitalism particular to 
modernity, is intrinsic to its discriminating, exploitive and destructive nature. While fashion 
as a verb, the act of fashioning the body, is of all times and places. The claim to modernity 
endorses a superiority of fashion over ‘not-fashion;’ universality as the only ‘real’ fashion; and 
contemporaneity as the separation of the present from the past. It enforces categories of 
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racial, cultural and temporal discrimination. Systems of fashioning ‘outside modernity’—
places with genealogies and trajectories that are not rooted in euromodernity—are 
deliberately and systematically discriminated against, silenced and erased. Modern aesthetics 
have played a key role in configuring a canon, a normativity that enables the disdain and 
rejection of other forms of aesthetic practises, that is, other forms of sensing and perceiving 
(Vazquez & Mignolo 2013). 
 
Each Conversation is based on a selection of materials (readings, videos, podcasts, music, etc. 
in different languages) and comprises a 90-minute session split into three 30-minute parts: a 
30-minute conversation between the conveners and guest(s), a 30-minute breakout session 
of five people to enable more intimate exchange, understanding and (un)learning with each 
other, and a final 30-minute conversation with the whole group. They are inspired by Cricket 
Keating’s (2005) coalitional consciousness building, which is a feminist method of self and 
collective education toward coalition as a way to engender solidarity across multiple lines of 
difference. As an experiment in ‘radical democracy’ (Cornell 2000), the stress on the value of 
each person's experience and knowledge serves to build a non-hierarchical and 
transformative space for thinking about and acting upon one's own and each other's different 
situations. By challenging the divide between theory and practice, consciousness-raising 
provides a model for ways to create knowledge and theory in a participatory and collective 
manner based on the idea that "everyone is a theorist" (MacKinnon 1989). When existing 
theory and knowledge—in this case about fashion—cannot be trusted due to coloniality, we 
want to turn to what each participant knows and trusts—their own thoughts, feelings, and 
experiences. “Our feelings will lead us to our theory, our theory to our action, our feelings 
about that action to new theory and then to new action" (Sarachild 1970). 
  
The Conversations are organised online every first Thursday of the month from 9-10:30pm 
CET to accommodate as diverse a global participation as possible. Because the RCDF is a not-
for-profit organisation and the Conversations are coordinated by volunteers, participation is 
based on a voluntary yearly donation of 25EUR (by bank transfer IBAN: 
NL39INGB0674877012/ BIC: INGBNL2A or PayPal). You can register for the Conversations 
(required) through Eventbrite. Every month you will receive the required zoom link and 
selected materials.  
  
 
PROGRAMME 2022 
 

Thursday, 3 February 2022 
On ‘Coalitional Consciousness Building’ with Cricket Keating 

Thursday, 3 March 2022 
On ‘Vistas of Modernity’ with Rolando Vázquez (tbc) 

Thursday, 7 April 2022 
On ‘Indigenous Gender Knowledge’ with Bobby Sanchez (tbc) 
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Thursday, 5 May 2022 
On ‘Design for the Pluriverse’ with Arturo Escobar (tbc) 

Thursday, 2 June 2022 
On ‘Appropriation, Reparation, Repair’ with Kader Attia (tbc) 

Thursday, 7 July 2022 
On ‘Rethinking Fashion Globalization’ with Erica de Greef, Sarah Cheang and Yoko Takagi 

Thursday, 1 September 2022 
On ‘Learning to Unlearn’ with Madina Tlostanova and Walter Mignolo (tbc) 

Thursday, 6 October 2022 
On ‘Decolonial Pedagogy’ with Catherine Walsh (tbc) 

Thursday, 3 November 2022 
On ‘Critical Theory of Patriarchy’ with Claudia Von Werlhof (tbc) 
  

Thursday, 1 December 2022 
On ‘Decolonial Fashion Discourses & Practises’ with Angela Jansen & Erica de Greef 
  

 
 


