
Dear RCDF community,
 

We hope you and your loved ones are doing well. We are writing this newsletter
right after an intense and transformative three days of Global Fashioning
Assembly 2022 (GFA22). After the worst fatigue starts to subside, gratitude is
by far the prevalent emotion we are experiencing as well as the foremost
response we are receiving from all corners of the world. Incredible gratitude
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response we are receiving from all corners of the world. Incredible gratitude
and humility that so many diverse communities and voices offered their trust to
invite us in and witness their local conversations, challenging struggles and
hopeful aspirations for their fashioning future. 

‘It was an honour to be welcomed by such incredible collectives, hosts, projects
and positions from around the world’ (Erica de Greef, South Africa). 

‘There was so much learning. There were so many insights. There was such
diversity. You met your goals! 

(Sandra Niessen, Netherlands).

‘It was truly magical to see how the tiny acorn that was planted in one of our
meetings a while ago had become something so big and so meaningful’ (Sarah
Cheang, United Kingdom). 

‘Engaging with visitors one-on-one like this and asking what is personally
meaningful to them about their own fashion, or the art, or the museum itself is
empowering. I think we mean to keep peacefully disrupting the use of museum
spaces and offering new ways to claim and take up that space!!’ (Amanda
Maples, North Carolina).

‘We think it is a special initiative and are grateful and proud that we have been
able to do this. We sincerely hope that many more GFAs will follow and that the
movement may grow in a beautiful way’ (Joan den Exter, Netherlands). 

Twelve coalitions in fourteen countries across six continents, shared 36 hours
of local conversations, programmes and sharing councils, bringing-together-in-
relation a diversity of local fashioning histories, knowledges and practices. We
got to experience what it truly means to learn-by-doing, to practice decoloniality
in curating a worldwide gathering around body fashioning and to decentralise
ways of working collectively, creating knowledge and sharing experiences. 

Although the GFA may have been initiated by the RCDF, it has been clear from
the beginning that to be truly decentral, it needs to be independent as a
platform by local communities, for local communities; from grassroot to global.
Although the RCDF will hopefully always be part of it, it will now go its own way,
travel its own journey as the coalitions continue working collaboratively to co-
create an online open-access database on the GFA website, Instagram and
YouTube and continue to convene monthly to reflect, (un)learn and plan for the



YouTube and continue to convene monthly to reflect, (un)learn and plan for the
GFA24.

Furthermore, we would also like to give you an update on our recuring projects,
like the monthly Conversations on Decoloniality and Fashion and our next
Annual General Meeting (AGM22), which will also be the occasion to present
the second edition of our digital RCDF Zine as well as the second edition of the
Decolonial Visual Arts, introducing a one-minute-video section.

If you wanted to stay updated, make sure to register on the RCDF website,
YouTube channel and Instagram.

We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter as much as we enjoyed writing it :)

If you wanted to stay updated, make sure to register on the RCDF website,
YouTube channel and Instagram page.

We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter as much as we enjoyed writing it :)

The RCDF team 

 

RCDF NEWS AND UPDATES
 

CONVERSATIONS ON DECOLONIALITY & FASHION

For our September Conversation on Decoloniality & Fashion, we had the
immense pleasure again to have Walter Mignolo join us to talk about ‘learning
to unlearn,’ following the book he wrote with Madina Tlostanova in 2012. In the
book, they invite a shift in the (geo- and body) politics of knowledge from
studying the other toward the thinking other. What particularly resonates with us
is their argument that pluriversality begins when we accept that there are
options to be engaged and no universal truth to defend. They address areas as
diverse as the philosophy of higher education, gender, citizenship, human
rights, and indigenous agency, and also provide examples of decolonial
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rights, and indigenous agency, and also provide examples of decolonial
thinking, education, and art. They argue for decolonial thinking as the
epistemic, political, and ethical basis for global decolonial options in the existing
world order, rather than some radical other world. A key message we take from
the book is that networking across the globe, across languages and religions,
and across institutions is one of the major tasks of decolonial thinkers and
doers working toward global futures. You can now watch the recording on
YouTube.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2022 (AGM22)

We have a very important update on our Annual General Meeting 2022,
because we have decided to postpone it to 16-17 March 2023. Besides the fact
that we are still recovering from the GFA22, we came to the realisation that it
makes little sense to have a General Meeting before the year and therefore the
Annual Report is finished. We are learning by doing and this is one of those
lessons ;)

The good news is that we now have more time to prepare the AGM22 and
therefore are still looking for extra help from a graphic designer (to develop
the graphic identity), a content designer (to generate and upload content on
social media) and a fundraiser specialist (to consult and support us on
community-based fundraising). 

If you are interested in one of these positions, please email our communication
officer.
 

RCDF ZINE22

By postponing the AGM22, we are also giving ourselves more time to work on
the second edition of the digital RCDF-Zine. While we use this second edition
to reflect on the Collective’s ten-year journey and the first Global Fashioning
Assembly 2022 as a new milestone in that journey, we still very much invite the
community to share their decolonial practices, research, actions and projects
with our coalitional network by submitting a diversity of contributions, such as:

Knowledge Creation (300 to 500 words) like writings, poetry, (book)
reviews, reflective accounts, etc.
Sensing Creation (1-2 pictures with a 100 words description) like visual
art, exhibitions, music, theater, videos, etc. 
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art, exhibitions, music, theater, videos, etc. 
Material Production (1-2 pictures with a 100 words description) like
materials from fashion creatives, makers, artisans, etc.
Coalitional news (1-2 pictures with a 500 words description) like
manifestos, activities and projects organised on decoloniality and fashion 

Contributions may be in the author's native language (and possibly an English
translation) and can be submitted by email before 2 December 2022.
Questions may be address to the Editor-in-Chief, Mi Medrado.

 

DECOLONIAL VISUAL ARTS

On the second day of the AGM22, Friday 17 March 2023, we are organising a
second edition of our online Decolonial Visual Arts to celebrate a diversity of
fashion perspectives and aesthetics beyond the Euro-American canon of
normativity. We once more invite creatives, activists, thinkers, and doers across
the globe to strengthen a decolonial perspective on fashion and submit their
videos. 

Videos should be one minute = 60 seconds in total
Videos should speak to fashion and decoloniality
We welcome all genres of videos, be it fictional, documentary, artistic,
educational, experimental, etc.
English subtitles are welcomed but not mandatory
The deadline for submission by email is 15 February 2023

TLP@GFA22

For this first Global Fashioning Assembly (GFA22), the RCDF was very excited
to present The Linen Project (TLP) as the Dutch hosting of the GFA22. Initiated
in 2018, The Linen Project investigates and works towards reactivating the
economic viability of small-scale local flax cultivation and linen production in the
Netherlands. It seeks to reinstate the economy as a social, ecological and
cultural domain and to strengthen socio-economic patterns and behaviours
rooted in a commoning approach. The inherent connections between (cultural)
heritage, education, agriculture, design, crafts, and the economy are activated
as well as the exchange of diverse values, knowledge, skills and competencies.
The Linen Project’s current activities include the cultivation and production of
organic flax and linen in the Gelderland region, the Shared Stewardship
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organic flax and linen in the Gelderland region, the Shared Stewardship
initiative, the development of a consortium for a small-scale flax spinning
facility, and the facilitation of open-source knowledge exchange to create a
community-supported basis for a local linen economy. 

The programme for the GFA22 included inspiring presentations and testimonies
by Joan den Exter (Linen Project Coordinator), Karin Wijnen (independent
researcher), Hans Hutting (steward and designer), Carolien Evers (steward and
knitwork designer) and Henrike Gootjes (steward and designer) and was
moderated by Sandra Niessen (textile anthropologist). For the event, Theodoor
Adriaans made two beautiful video portraits of Karin Wijnen and Hans Hutting
in which they share their respective passions for linen. The full recording of
TLP@GFA22 will soon be available on the GFA YouTube channel and website.
 

RCDF PUBLICATIONS

Sarah Cheang, Leslie Rabine and Arti Sandhu guest edited a special
issue (volume 9, Number 2, October 2022) of the International Journal of
Fashion Studies on ‘Decolonizing Fashion as Process.’ In this Special
Issue, they explore decolonizing fashion studies not as a destination but
as a non-linear process, ever revised, re-evaluated, revisited and relived.
Situated within a space of self-questioning, the authors embrace
unresolved contradictions and unresolvable paradoxes inherent to the
very being of fashion. They are participants, aware that there is no pure
pre-colonial space to return to, no ‘authentic’ pre-colonial dress to
resuscitate, accept the multiple means to liberation that emerge through
layered/interconnected/tangled histories. In pieces about India, Nigeria,
Senegal, Argentina, the United Kingdom and the United States,
contributors demonstrate that oftentimes decolonial efforts reinscribe the
very power relations they seek to dismantle as a seemingly inescapable
condition of capitalist modernity. Yet these conflicted efforts make
valuable contributions to social justice.

RCDF BLOGPOSTS

Erica de Greef wrote an exciting blogpost ‘Staging Our Own Decolonial
Response: Global Fashioning Assembly 2022 (GFA22),’ on the ideation
behind the Assembly, its aims and aspirations, as well as its challenges
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behind the Assembly, its aims and aspirations, as well as its challenges
and contradictions.

NEWS FROM THE COALITIONS
 

EUROPE

CROATIA - CIMO (Centre for Research of Fashion and Clothing) is a nonprofit
organization created in 2013 and based in Zagreb, Croatia, that focuses on the
contextualization of specific local practices and phenomena in relation to the
global fashion system and academic fashion discourse. With concrete projects,
they aim to bring a shift from the traditional understanding of fashion as a
system of power in the name of cultural extension to universal clothing of all
stakeholders, the elderly, persons of social exclusion, non-fashion communities,
etc. In addition to social sensitivity, CIMO nurtures and supports individual
creative efforts that stand in opposition to the phenomenon of banal fashion as
a way of influencing the local and wider community. In favor of developing a
critical discourse, they initiate and support interdisciplinary research projects in
the field of fashion, clothing and visual culture in the Republic of Croatia and
abroad that help find, dispose of, arrange, process, record and store intangible
documents on clothing and fashion as significant forms of cultural status of time
and space. They support relevant publications, exhibitions and public events. 

PUBLICATIONS - COURSES - PODCASTS -
EXHIBITIONS - PROJECTS

(ONLINE) PUBLICATIONS

Catherine E. Walsh (2022). Rising Up, Living On: Re-Existing, Sowings
and Decolonial Cracks. Duke University Press. This amazing book
examines struggles for existence in societies deeply marked by the
systemic violences and entwinements of coloniality, capitalism,
Christianity, racism, gendering, heteropatriarchy and the continual
dispossession of bodies, land, knowledge, and life, while revealing
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practices that contest and live in the cracks of these matrices of power.
Joanne B. Eicher (2022). Global Trade and Cultural Authentication: The
Kalabari of the Niger Delta. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. This
edited volume showcases the complexity and enduring aesthetic and
ingenuity of Kalabari artisans. The Kalabari people, most of whom make
their homes in the eastern Niger Delta region of western Africa, are
renowned for the artistry in working with globally imported textiles and
dress for centuries. The 22 essays offer an in-depth, nuanced
understanding of Kalabari textiles, aesthetics, and engagement with past
and present global trade networks.
Sandra Niessen (2022). ‘Defining Defashioning: A Manifesto for
Degrowth.’ International Journal of Fashion Studies, vol 9(2), pp. 439-444.
In this article, Niessen argues that a paradigmatic shift is needed if the
Fashion industry is to put the well-being of people, their lifeways and the
earth first. Like degrowth, defashion involves a deep reduction in material
and energy throughputs in clothing production, but it goes much beyond
this standard approach to sustainability. The activist group, Fashion Act
Now, which is launching the term, proposes the clothing commons as a
post-fashion strategy.

 

(ONLINE) CONFERENCES

ART & DIALOG INDONESIA 2022 - Portland Textile Month organised a
series of weekly discussions in October 2022 that shared insights into the
Indonesian textile community and exchanged with the Portland textile
community. Part of the programme was the documentary ‘Uli’s Voice’
produced by Sandra Niessen and filmed by MJA Nashir, focussing on one
woman’s fight to preserve her weaving traditions.

 
(ONLINE) RESOURCES

The Common Market, initiated and powered by Fashion Act Now, is a
marketplace for community-led clothing projects that will soon be
available online. You can now register and become part of the community.
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PODCASTS

The Brazilian podcast series Outras Costuras – Historias do vestir no
Brasil is dedicated to transversal conversations to reflect on the making,
the experiences and the challenges of revealing what has been
historically invisible, bringing to light the plural histories of Brazilian
Fashion through decolonial perspectives. This podcast series on the
histories of Brazilian dress is presented by Rita Andrade and co-hosted
by Mi Medrado, and a project of Universidade Federal de Goiás.

 
 

(ONLINE) EXHIBITIONS

The Africa Fashion exhibition at the Victoria and Albert Museum in
London (until 16 April 2023) explores the vitality and global impact of a
fashion scene as dynamic and varied as the continent itself, spanning
iconic mid-20th century to contemporary creatives through photographs,
textiles, music and the visual arts.

(RESEARCH) PROJECTS

Francesco Mazzarella (London, September 2022) undertook the ‘Reality,
Reciprocity, Resilience’ project to challenge the dominant practices of
designers being ‘parachuted’ into marginalised communities with the
assumption that they can bring their own knowledge and expertise to
solve their problems. The aim of the project has been to investigate and
value the reality and lived experiences of London-based refugees and
asylum seekers in relation to the themes of cultural sustainability and
community resilience, and inform a reciprocal process of making and
learning through textile heritage. 
Decolonising Fashion and Textiles is a project that aims to develop a
framework for decolonised design practice by advancing a cultural
sustainability agenda within a fashion and textile industry context. The
project team will work together with refugee communities based in East
London to scope the research in relation to their reality and lived
experience of resilience and inform a process of reciprocal learning and
making, through textile heritage.
JOIN Collective Clothes is a design and research project in which the
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JOIN Collective Clothes is a design and research project in which the
Dutch designer and researcher Anouk Beckers explores fashion as a
collective practice, focusing on collaborative design, production and
wearing of clothes. The project is realized through workshops in which
participants are encouraged to jointly design and create garments made
out of individually crafted parts. In October she was at the Zagreb City
Museum in Croatia for a workshop and artist talk. 

(ONLINE) EVENTS

On 13-14 October 2022, the FACE SUMMIT on Face and Race 2022 was
held, a free event to platform research on identity, power, representation
and belonging. The FACE Summit offers inspiration and practical teaching
aids for required culturally competent delivery of education. Both a live
and online event, the Summit was hosted from the heart of London at
Central Saint Martins in Kings Cross and especially welcomed students.
FACE (Fashion Academics Creating Equality) is an intersectional fashion
platform led by Black and Brown Academics for all. The recordings will be
made available on the FACE YouTube channel.
‘Dialogue Between Fashion, Design, Gender and Decoloniality’ gathered
40 textile and fashion designers in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 24
September 2022. The activity was based on questions and cross-
examination between María Eugenia Polesello - decolonial feminist and
environmentalist - and Miguel Angel Gardetti, decolonial academic in the
area of design and fashion. The main ideas was that both design and
fashion  -as well as its growth itself-  are presented as a manifestation of
a process of anthropocentric civilization, within a capitalist culture (capital
understood as material possessions) that has become global,
reductionist, colonial, imperialist and racist, of which the fashion system
functions as one of its main instruments of exploitation. For more info you
can reach out to Miguel. 

 

 

CALLS FOR PAPERS - CONTRIBUTIONS -
FUNDING - JOB POSTINGS
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Fashion Revolution Netherlands is introducing a new EU Living Wage
Campaign Good Clothes Fair Pay. This campaign demanding living wage
legislation across the garment, textile and footwear sector. They need 1
million signatures from EU citizens to push for legislation that requires
companies to conduct living wage due diligence in their supply chains. So
sign now and spread the word!

 
 

MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS

If you wish to join the Collective, you can fill out the membership form.

The Collective is a not-for-profit organisation registered in the Netherlands. You
can support our initiatives with singular, monthly or yearly donations by Paypal
or bank transfer (IBAN: NL39INGB0674877012/ BIC: INGBNL2A).

 

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THE RCDF COMMUNITY
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