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Dear RCDF community,
We hope this newsletter finds you well and in good spirit. We write to you as we
are in full preparation of our second Annual General Meeting on 30-31 March
2023, during which we will present our first Annual and Financial Report of
2022. While this is a key moment for the community to connect and give
feedback and input on our work, the programme also includes inspiring updates
from the Supervisory and Advisory Boards as well as stimulating roundtable
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from the Supervisory and Advisory Boards as well as stimulating roundtable
conversations as we reflect on our 10-year journey. We are also excited to be
presenting the second edition of the RCDF Zine by editor-in-chief Mi
Medrado and to showcase a second round of short fashion films from different
parts of the world.
 
While we look back on our first full year as a foundation, we will also start
looking for new members for the Executive Team. After Shayna Goncalves
and Pierre-Antoine Vettorello had to leave us in the course of 2022 because of
other engagements, Mi Medrado will also have to end her activities for the
Executive Team after April 2023 due to the increasing demands of her PhD
research. We are looking for people with a strong dedication to decentral and
decolonial ways of knowledge creation and sharing regarding body fashioning
that have approximately 8 hours/week to dedicate to a wide variety of tasks,
ranging from communication (website, newsletter, social media), project
management (planning, coordinating, organising) to fund raising (donations,
crowdfunding, funding applications, reporting).
 
We are also looking forward to a new year of Conversations on Decoloniality
& Fashion. Unlike previous years, the Conversations will now be organised bi-
monthly and hosted by different conveners, speaking from different
positionalities, geographies and time zones, selecting different topics, guests
and materials (readings, videos, podcasts, music, etc.). The day and time, as
well as the main language, will vary and be selected by the conveners
according to local preferences. As time goes by, the selected materials and
recordings from the past two years are gradually shaping a unique open access
archive on decoloniality and fashion on the RCDF website.
 
Finally, after an inspiring first edition last October, we have started preparations
for the second Global Fashioning Assembly in the fall of 2024 with bi-monthly
meetings. A first urgent matter on the agenda is to create a steering committee
to safeguard the decentral and communal format and decision making. Another
challenge is to rethink the 36 hours-in-3 days, which was more than most of us
could handle and did not optimize exchange between coalitions.
 
As always, we are also sharing updates from our communities around the world
on projects, publications, exhibitions, calls, etc. If you wanted to stay updated,
make sure to subscribe on the RCDF website, YouTube channel and
Instagram.
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We hope you enjoy this newsletter.
 

The RCDF team 

 

RCDF NEWS AND UPDATES
 

RCDF EXECUTIVE TEAM: CALL FOR NEW MEMBERS

With the creation of the RCDF Foundation in October 2021, we created a
Supervisory Board with five members, an Advisory Board with ten members
and an Executive Board with four members, consisting of Shayna Goncalves
(Marketing Coordinator), Pierre-Antoine Vettorello (Project Coordinator), Mi
Medrado (Communication Coordinator) and Angela Jansen (Director). Both
Shayna Goncalves and Pierre-Antoine Vettorello had to end their activities soon
after the creation due to other obligations and in April 2023, Mi Medrado will
also have to end her work for the Executive team due to the increasing
demands of her PhD research.
 
We are therefore looking for a new marketing, project and communication
managers for approximately 8 hours/week respectively. Because we still do not
have any structural funding for operational costs, we are looking for people with
a strong dedication to decentral and decolonial ways of knowledge creation and
sharing regarding body fashioning. What we cannot offer in financial
compensation, we can offer double in the amount of experience due to the wide
variety of tasks. Being a small team, executive team members are involved in
all areas of running a foundation, including communication (website, newsletter,
social media), project management (planning, coordinating, organising) and
securing funding (donations, crowdfunding, funding applications, reporting).
 
You will be joining an international team of researchers, activists and creatives,
working from your own home and according to your own schedule, with plenty
of room for your own initiatives. Please reach out by email if you have any
questions or would like to join the team.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2022 (AGM22)

The second Annual General Meeting 2022 will take place on 30-31 March 2023
(new date) at 8-10pm CET. This is an important opportunity for the community
to connect, reflect on past activities and project on future initiatives. Anyone
and everyone who is concerned with fashion, decoloniality, and a fair, ethical
and culturally, economically and ecologically sustainable world, is welcome.
 
On Thursday 30 March, the programme comprises the presentation of the
Annual and Financial Report 2022 by the Executive Team, updates from the
chairs of the Supervisory and Advisory Board, Jose Teunissen and Rolando
Vazquez, and an inspiring roundtable conversation on our 10-year journey with
Sandra Niessen, Sarah Cheang, Toby Slade, Leslie Rabine, Erica de Greef. On
Friday 31 March, Mi Medrado will present the second RCDF Zine, and engage
in a conversation with some of the contributors, followed by a selection of short
fashion films from different parts of the world and a conversation with some of
the makers.
 
The Annual General Meeting is also a key moment for the community to renew
its financial support through an annual (or recuring monthly) donations to
help safeguard the Collective’s independence as it operates from the borders,
pushes back against dominant fashion discourses and enforces systemic
changes. We ask everyone’s support helping us raise the 10.000 euros needed
to cover the running costs for one year.
 

CONVERSATIONS ON DECOLONIALITY & FASHION

The Conversations on Decoloniality and Fashion, initiated by the Collective in
February 2021, are inspired by the Rolando Vazquez’s and Walter Mignolo’s
Decolonial Summer School and Cricket Keating’s (2005) coalitional
consciousness building, which is a feminist method of self and collective
education toward coalition as a way to engender solidarity across multiple lines
of difference. This experimental platform beyond institutional, disciplinary and
geographical boundaries is key to our overall aim to practice decolonial and
decentral ways of knowledge-creation and sharing regarding fashion – through
the relational and conversational, the communal and coalitional, and through a
radical act of listening across multiple differences.
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Unlike previous years, the Conversations will now be organised bi-monthly and
hosted by different conveners, speaking from different positionalities,
geographies and time zones, selecting different topics, guests and materials
(readings, videos, podcasts, music, etc.). The day and time, as well as the main
language, will vary and be selected by the conveners according to local
contexts. The 2023 programme is available on the RCDF website and
registration is on Eventbrite. If you already registered last year, there is no need
to do so again, just simply renew your donations (PayPal or by bank transfer
IBAN: NL39INGB0674877012/ BIC: INGBNL2A).

 

GLOBAL FASHIONING ASSEMBLY 2024 (GFA24)

After an inspiring and humbling first edition last October, we began our bi-
monthly meetings to start preparing for the next edition in the fall of 2024. In
order to safeguard its decentral and self-governance, the Assembly needs to be
independent as a platform, by and for local communities, and therefore a key
priority is to create a steering committee that will govern the Assembly. How to
host true diversity? How to ensure that everyone is enabled to speak and be
heard? How to respect those who choose not to speak? To safeguard that all
localised knowledges are validated and acknowledged, without being extracted,
assimilated or consumed? How to rebuild trust and sustainable long-term
relations between communities that are fundamentally different? How to
engender systemic change beyond simple content? These are some of the
challenges that are at the core of the Assembly.
 
Other pressing issues on the agenda this year are the structure and format of
the Assembly, since 36 hours in three days was more than most of us could
handle and did not create ideal circumstances for exchange amongst the
coalitions. How to host more communities and voices? Is there a need for
regional assemblies, prior to one global assembly? We will also be focussing
on financial sustainability, as we have been experiencing how institutionalised
funding programmes tend to perpetuate colonial structures of inequality and
exclusion. We will have to find ways of becoming financially independent
through the support of the communities rather than funding institutions. We will
continue addressing these issues collectively and de-centraly in support of the
conviction that ’we can’t solve our crises using the same way of thinking that
created them.’
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GFA22@INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL PROSPERITY LONDON

On the 26 of January 2023, some hosting coalitions from the GFA22 shared
their experiences and (embodied) knowledges with students from the Institute
for Global Prosperity in London. In line with the Assembly’s core values of self-
determination, self-representation and self-governance, one individual person
declined to give a keynote on the GFA22 and instead suggested to have a
group of hosting communities share their experiences from their different
positionalities. While two people could be present in person, three other people
joined online to answer the questions of the students to think through
possibilities for our shared futures.
 
Beyond content, systemic changes demand changing the framework. Self-
representation at every level and every step, from content to language and
output, must ensure that who is speaking, and in what forms these exchanges
are happening, disrupts the unequal and exclusionary gatekeeping of
conventional academic gatherings. In this case, rather than facilitating a
keynote, students were invited to join in conversation with a diversity of hosting
communities, who experienced the Assembly differently, have different
vulnerabilities and objectives and different levels of control over their own
narratives.
 

 

NEWS FROM THE COALITIONS
 

AFRICA

The Council for International African Fashion Education (CIAFE) is a
think-and-do tank dedicated to advancing and decentralising fashion
education and research in Africa to enhance Africa’s fashion ecosystem
and propel sustainable development and economic growth. Their two core
commitments are 1) to collaborate with educational institutions to
decentralise and innovate the fashion curriculum and develop
independent knowledge products, skills development programmes and
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independent knowledge products, skills development programmes and
corporate training with a core focus on closing the skills gap to build
talent, future-proof the workforce, and meet the demands of the industry;
and 2) to develop groundbreaking research and analysis to provide
stakeholders with the required knowledge and solutions to advance the
African Fashion Ecosystem, create employability opportunities, spur
sustainable development, and drive economic growth. They are a catalyst
for impactful development and creating a more responsible African
Fashion industry.
The Fashion Liberation Collective North Africa (FLCNA) is always looking
for new creatives, designers, musicians, artists, craftsmen and image
makers from North Africa, (including Egypt and Sudan) or natives of the
region who instill their cultures and design histories in their work, to join
efforts to make a change. They are currently working with the Kent State
University Museum on a multinational exhibition and publication on North
Africa Fashion. The exhibition is headed by the museum in Ohio (USA)
and will have satellite locations in the UK, Egypt, Algiers and potentially
more. For more information or contributions, please contact Nada
Koreish.

 

ASIA

The Pakistan Collective for Decolonial Practices is a not for profit initiative
by Sonya Battla which was created in the aftermath of the Global
Fashioning Assembly in October 2022. The Collective’s aim is to promote
discussions on history with a focus on decolonisation in Pakistan.
Decolonial approaches explore our positionality and perspective on the
doctrine of discrimination. The construction of this narrative is based upon
the principles of othering: civilisations, racial groups, religious differences
are examples. The process of colonisation has involved the creation of a
subaltern: a lesser being/culture who is controlled by the colonisers. It
does not end simply by the exit of the coloniser. It requires concerted
effort to realign our ways of thinking and behaviour in a postcolonial
space. These conversations are long overdue in Pakistan. In the words of
Dr Sarah Cheang: ‘Decolonising requires the design of a new pedagogy
for this process of unravelling and re-raveling’. Their mission is to forge
new attitudes that are relevant for an independent Pakistan, 75 years
after partition. Towards achieving this they want to engage the bulging
youth population that has seemed to avoid attachments to historical
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narratives. Their path of holding conversations with practitioners of this
line of engagement is a conduit for youth engagement and awareness.
Secondly, they want to forge a South Asian wing, with partnerships
between similar groups in India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Iran, Afghanistan
and Nepal to learn how they are tackling similar questions. So their aim is
two-pronged: to engage the current population in Pakistan with history
and culture, and simultaneously learn from neighbouring countries by
forming partnerships of enhancement towards decolonial practices.

PUBLICATIONS - COURSES - PODCASTS -
EXHIBITIONS - PROJECTS

(ONLINE) PUBLICATIONS

Nande Sulelo (2022). ‘The Voice of Thebe Magugu’s Fashion: An
Analysis of Representational Strategies,’ blogpost on the CIAFE (Council
for International African Fashion Education) website.
Karen Vangodtsenhoven, Ellen Sampson, Tamara Poblete and Loreto
Martinez (eds)(in press, February 2023). “Border Garments: Fashion,
Feminism and Disobedience,’ special issue of The Fashion
Studies Journal. This special issue addresses the surge of protests and
uprisings against neoliberal patriarchal capitalism in Latin America. ‘In
light of new and ongoing crises in women’s rights across the globe, with
daily news about state killings of women in Iran, and violence against
women and LGBTQIA+ persons in Afghanistan, Russia, Syria, the USA,
Qatar, Hungary and Poland,’ the editors argue, ‘it has at times felt futile to
focus on fashion and garments as a tool for disobedience. Yet the role of
the dressed body as sites and catalysts of political resistance has never
been more evident and we hope that however small, this issue can
amplify subversive voices in the face of oppression across the world.’ The
title of this issue and its broader conceptual framework stem from Gloria
Anzaldúa’s seminal text Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza,
which examines the Latino and Chicana experience through the lens of
racism, colonialism, gender and class identity.
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(ONLINE) CONFERENCES

Billy-Ray Belcourt, “Decolonization is a Queer Desire,” Tuesday, February
14 @ 3:30 – 4:50pm MST on zoom. In this talk, Billy-Ray Belcourt will
analyze the force of negativity and negative affect in poetic depictions of
queer Indigenous sex and sexuality. Rather than attempt to queer
Indigenous theories of the decolonial or indigenize queer theories of
negativity, they instead make the argument that decolonization is always-
already a queer desire. Billy-Ray Belcourt is a writer and academic from
the Driftpile Cree Nation in northwest Alberta in Treaty 8 territory.
Alexis Hillyard, “Disability in the Kitchen: Who Needs a Juicer When You
Have a Stump?,” Monday, February 27 @ 3:00 – 4:20pm MST on zoom.
This presentation will immerse participants in Alexis's stories and
experiences related to existing as a queer, disabled human in an ableist
world, and espose how her disability serves to disrupt the stale and
oppressive ideologies that harm our most vulnerable. Alexis Hillyard
(she/her) is a queer and disabled YouTube Creator, self-taught vegan
chef, entrepreneur, and a parent of an energetic toddler.
Lana Whiskeyjack, “Rematriation through Art,” Monday, March 13 @ 3:00
– 4:20pm MST on zoom. Lana Whiskeyjack will share how she has
reclaimed, remembered, and dug up matriarchal stories of the land and
language through her art to help confront and resist normalized
patriarchal violence and toxic traditions. Dr. Lana Whiskeyjack is a
multidisciplinary treaty scholartist from Saddle Lake Cree Nation.
Joycelyn Moody, "Beauty, Spirit, and Ecology in Early Black American
Women’s Life Writing,” Monday, March 27 @ 3:00 – 4:20pm MST on
zoom. This talk applies Black feminist historical and historiographical
scholarship to an exploration of ways African American women
auto/biographers reveal both their spirituality and its intersections with the
natural environments they inhabit. Joycelyn K. Moody is the Sue E.
Denman Distinguished Chair in American Literature and Professor of
English at the University of Texas at San Antonio (US).

 
(ONLINE) COURSES

The Council for International African Fashion Education (CIAFE)
organises an introductory course on History of African and Diaspora
Fashion. In this first-of-its-kind course, participants get an opportunity to
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Fashion. In this first-of-its-kind course, participants get an opportunity to
learn from industry experts and esteemed educators who explore key
elements of the relevance of the history of African and diaspora fashion.
This short course provides a unique opportunity to travel through several
aspects of style from different corners of Africa and the diaspora. The
History of African and Diaspora Fashion course prospectus can be
downloaded online and provides detailed information on the content of the
programme.

(ONLINE) EXHIBITIONS

Indumenta: dress and textiles studies in Brazil is a Research Group
certified by Brazil's National Council for Scientific and Technological
Development (CNPq). It is based at Universidade Federal de Goiás -
UFG under the leadership of Dr. Rita Morais de Andrade, Associate
Professor. In 2022, Indumenta member, Indyanelle Marçal, a doctorate
candidate at the Postgraduate Program in Arts and Visual Culture -
PPGACV/UFG, was granted with a private funding from fashion brand
Farm and Instituto Precisa Ser, to promote a short course and an online
exhibition on traditional dress of Indigenous women from the Iny Karajá
peoples from Central Brazil.
Cairo Photo Week is taking place from 8-18 February 2023. Cairo Photo
Week (CPW) is a 10-day photography & image- making festival in the
heart of historic downtown Cairo that brings local, regional and
international educational experiences to emerging image makers. The
diverse program covers a wide spectrum of genres of photography
(documentary, photojournalism, cinematography, experimental practices
in fashion, food, contemporary, mixed-media, cinematography, NFTs, art
direction, and all imagemaking practices). Activities include exhibitions
and professional meet-ups and networking. The 2023 edition is hosting
100+ keynote instructors and speakers from Egypt, the USA, France,
Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Denmark, Tunis, Morocco and KSA.

(RESEARCH) PROJECTS

CHANGE: Environmental systems shift in clothing consumption is a
research project that investigates what is most essential to reduce the
environmental impact of clothing: reduce the amount of clothing that is
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environmental impact of clothing: reduce the amount of clothing that is
produced, acquired and disposed of. The CHANGE project involves an
international group of researchers exploring questions of sustainability
transformation in clothing. One stream of work seeks to examine ideas
and practices from plural perspectives, including those from non Euro-
American contexts and from systemic change. Collaborating partners
include Oslo Metropolitan University, the Research Collective for
Decoloniality & Fashion and Fashion Act Now.
The Cultural Intellectual Property Rights Initiative® published their report
from their fieldwork and consultations with local communities in Chiapas,
Mexico. They translated their 3Cs Get Weaving! Campaign into local
dialects and started conversations with local communities about
internationally recognised frameworks that enhance grassroots efforts to
protect Traditional Cultural Expressions, such as textiles, from cultural
misappropriation. Although it is legally grounded work, it is friendly for
non-legal expert readers.

CALLS FOR PAPERS - CONTRIBUTIONS -
FUNDING - JOB POSTINGS

 

PAPERS

The Russian Fashion Theory Journal is inviting abstract for its conference
on ‘Fashion Cultures, Identities and Crisis: Making, Wearing, Caring’ on 1-
2 June 2023 in Yerevan, Armenia. What is the role of clothes and fashion
practices in times of crisis, dramatical changes and humanitarian
catastrophes? How does ‘frivolous’ fashion turn out to be a powerful
civilizational gesture and a form of everyday creativity and resistance?
How does our multifold relationship with clothes, including ‘making,
wearing and caring’, contribute to identity construction? Deadline for 200-
300 word abstract submissions is 26 February 2023 and can be submitted
by email.

 

CONTRIBUTIONS
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The Journal for African and Diaspora Fashion is inviting papers for their
next edition on ‘Understanding the African and Diaspora Fashion &
Apparel Landscape’ Despite its cultural significance, the African and
Diaspora fashion industries are frequently underrepresented and
undervalued globally. Many traditional techniques and designs have been
passed down through generations but are poorly documented in
academic literature. This lack of documentation has resulted in a lack of
recognition and appreciation for the distinct contributions of African and
diaspora fashion to the global fashion scene. The submission deadline is
21st April 2023 at 11:59 GMT and abstracts can be submitted by email.

 
PHD SUPERVISOR

Zrinka Tomašić just finished her MA Chinese language and culture at the
Ca' Foscari University of Venice and wants to do her PhD on Taiwan
indigenous fashion, for which she is looking for a supervisor and funding.
She already holds a BA and MA in Textile Technology and Engineering
from the University of Zagreb in Croatia and wants to conduct a PhD
research on cloth from banana fibre from the Kavalan tribe. Any ideas or
suggested can be send by email.

MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS

If you wish to join the Collective, you can fill out the membership form.

The Collective is a not-for-profit organisation registered in the Netherlands. You
can support our initiatives with singular, monthly or yearly donations by Paypal
or bank transfer (IBAN: NL39INGB0674877012/ BIC: INGBNL2A).

 

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THE RCDF COMMUNITY
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